




ANTIBIOTICS AREN’T ALWAYS  
THE ANSWER
Many common infections are becoming resistant to antibiotics. As a parent, ask 
questions to make sure your sick child is getting the best care possible, which might not 
include an antibiotic.
The Facts:




•	  Antibiotics can be overused and misused.
It	is	estimated	that	more than half of antibiotics are unnecessarily prescribed	to	children	
in	doctor	office	settings	for	cough	and	cold	illness,	most	of	which	are	caused	by	viruses.	
•	 Antibiotics can only cure infections caused by bacteria, not viruses.
•	 Antibiotic resistance is growing.








Questions to Ask Your Provider
If	your	child	is	sick,	here	are	3 important questions	to	ask	your	healthcare	professional:
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